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BRIEF MENTION 469 

The occurrence of the gospel miracles is to be believed, however, on account of 
the unique evidence offered by the history and existence of the Christian church. 
Their unique coincidence with Jewish prophecy, the intensity of St. Paul's conviction, 
and the graphic character of the gospel records, moreover the unique person about 
whom they are postulated, quite alter the case for gospel miracles as compared with 
any others for which the author has no place in his apology. 

J.W. 

Coit, Stanton. The Soul of America. A Constructive Essay in the Sociology 
of Religion. New York: Macmillan, 1914. x+405 pages. $2.00. 
Dr. Coit here sets forth the thesis that religion and patriotism are one and the 
same thing. The test of the vitality of a religion is to be found by asking whether 
it is a creative social and political force. In particular, the religion of the Old Testa- 
ment was such a creative movement; and historical Christianity has disclosed the 
same power of political evolution and revolution. "It would therefore seem that if 
somehow the religion of the churches could in each country identify itself with the 
conscious sense of dependence upon one's nation as the source of one's spiritual life, 
Christianity and the churches would enter upon a new period of beneficent activity, 
unprecedented in the world since the first two centuries after Christ" (p. 16). 

The primary essential in this revision of religion is the relinquishment of all 
appeals to supernatural forces. One may, indeed, continue intellectually to believe 
in God and in superhuman beings if he is rationally compelled to do so; but religion 
itself must be completely humanized. Churches are to become " parties " in a common 
social endeavor rather than "sects." Dr. Coit believes that the rituals and current 
theological phrases of our churches may be so modified as to serve this new purpose; 
and the latter portion of the book is devoted to showing how this may be brought about. 
Since the endeavor involves "the elimination of every trace of trust in moral intel- 
ligences who are not members of human society" (p. 157) the adaptation which 
Dr. Coit suggests will appear to churchmen like the elimination of religion itself. 
Noble as is the social passion of the author, he fails entirely to appreciate the strength 
and the importance of that cosmic mysticism which is basal in all strong religions. 

G. B. S. 

Drake, Durant. Problems of Conduct. An Introductory Survey of Ethics. 

Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1914. xi+455 pages. $1.75. 

This book was evidently prepared to stimulate the discussion of practical moral 
problems in college classes in ethics. The emphasis is therefore laid on concrete condi- 
tions in present-day life in America; and the subjects selected for examination are 
just those which naturally occur to the college student. The clear analysis of each 
problem is well suited to direct the discussion toward the main issues. In the hands 
of a competent teacher it should prove to be a useful handbook. 

The first portion of the volume (somewhat more than one-third) is devoted to a 
sketch of the evolution of morality and an attempt to state the philosophy of moral 
standards. Professor Drake is a frank eudaemonist, and the book throughout 
reflects a utilitarianism which leaves one wondering whether the whole' story can be 
told without a more serious appreciation of the idealism which furnishes the motive 
power to moral conduct. 

G. B. S. 



